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Application Instructions

for
PPD Bioanalytical Fluid and Tissue Sample Analysis Grant 

The American College of Clinical Pharmacy Research Institute, in conjunction with Pharmaceutical Product Development (PPD), offers a unique opportunity for clinical pharmacist investigators to conduct bioanalytical sample analysis on their own research samples at a state-of-the-art core PPD laboratory. This in-kind grant award also provides a stipend to cover the investigator’s travel, lodging, and per diem expenses while working at the PPD facility.  This award is open to any active full, associate and fellowship trainee member of ACCP.  
__________________________________________________

All applications and correspondence should be addressed to:
Jacqueline S. Marinac, PharmD

Director, Research

ACCP Research Institute

13000 W. 87th Street Parkway

Lenexa, Kansas

(913) 492-3311

jmarinae@accp.com
Funding: The call for applications will remain open until the funds are depleted. The number of proposals funded will depend on the costs associated with the analyses and the strength of the applications. Therefore, ACCP strongly encourages interested members to submit their applications early in the year.
PURPOSE and ELIGIBILITY

PPD is a leading global contract research organization (CRO) providing discovery, development, and post-approval services as well as compound partnering programs. PPD’s clients and partners include pharmaceutical, biotechnology, medical device, and academic and government organizations. The PPD Bioanalytical Fluid and Tissue Sample Grant Award supports the bioanalytical research efforts of ACCP member researchers. The purpose of this award is to provide funding for in-kind support of bioanalytical sample analysis. The ideal candidate for this grant is an ACCP who has biological samples that are ready for analysis at the time of his/her application. In addition, this investigator does not have access to the technical expertise, equipment, or financial resources necessary to perform the analysis at his/her home institution.

At a state-of-the-art PPD laboratory facility, the investigator will work with on-site scientists to perform the analysis. Because of the uniqueness of this experience, the investigator will participate in the entire process of the bioanalysis. The award recipient not only will receive training on how to perform the bioanalysis, but also will experience the work close-up in a hands-on manner and thus be able to understand the processes, limitations, and strengths of the bioanalytical technique. The investigator will become well versed in the bioanalysis in order to better explain and defend the use of such bioanalytical techniques when presenting the results. As such, the ACCP member, associate or fellow trainee will not have the option of having PPD perform the work without personally being present during the analysis. Also, the member does not have the option of sending another individual to PPD, such as a technician or another investigator, in his/her place.

The overall goal of the Bioanalytical Fluid and Tissue Sample Analysis Grant is to assist developing researchers in improving their competitiveness for extramural funding and to support their evolving research careers by providing access to state-of-the-art laboratory facilities. This goal will be achieved by having the investigator experience firsthand his/her samples being run at a PPD facility in a dynamic and active learning environment within a world-class laboratory facility in either PPD Global Central Labs outside Cincinnati Ohio and/or its Bioanalytical Facilities located in Richmond, VA. Projects that involve the use of animals or in vitro models will be considered as long as the applicant adequately justifies the request. Visit http://www.accpri.org  to download a list of validated tests and services.
The grant is intended to:

· Fund the costs associated with biological sample analysis, as an in-kind support grant from PPD.

· Support the career development of ACCP members, associate members and fellowship trainees while working at a state-of-the-art bioanalytical facility.

· Provide a travel, housing, and per diem stipend for costs associated with work at a PPD laboratory facility. A stipend of up to $2,500 will be allowed to cover the anticipated costs. It is expected that the amount of time spent at a PPD facility will range from several days to up to 3 weeks.  
The grant is NOT intended to:

· Fund the research proposal necessary to obtain the biological samples.
· Fund sample analysis on biological samples that do not have written IRB or other research board approval for testing.
· Support or train laboratory personnel.

Eligibility criteria: The grant applicant must:

         Be an ACCP full, associate or  fellowship trainee member.

*NOTE: ACCP members may NOT send technicians or other support staff.  Current ACCP residents may be considered on a case-by-case basis only.

Please contact the ACCP Research Institute with any questions regarding eligibility requirements. Members of the ACCP Research Institute Board of Trustees and the Board of Regents are not eligible. Fellows-in-training of board members are also ineligible. 
Funding: The call for applications will remain open until the funds are depleted. The number of proposals funded will depend on the costs associated with the analyses and the strength of the applications. Therefore, ACCP strongly encourages interested members to submit their applications early in the year.

PROCEDURES FOR APPLICATION

DATES: Funding will be provided on a quarterly basis. Members are welcome to submit applications at any time. Specific dates and location of the bioanalysis within the PPD facility will be coordinated by the award winner and the respective PPD laboratory director. ACCP members are encouraged to provide up to 3 different months in which their travel to the appropriate PPD facility may be possible.
AWARDS: All Bioanalytical Sample Analysis Awards provide a grant of up to $2500 to cover anticipated travel, lodging, and meals for the ACCP member. These awards do not have a provision for institutional or administrative overhead. The costs of sample analysis, shipping, storage, and processing will be covered by PPD and will be provided as an in-kind award. No monies will be provided to the investigator, or to the investigator’s institution, for analyses conducted on PPD premises.
The award of in-kind support may serve as the total support for a project, or it may supplement an existing research effort as long as a specific bioanalytical portion of the research is identified as being made possible by this award and provided that the investigator states specifically how the balance will be funded and provides evidence of its guaranteed availability. 
SUBMISSION OF MULTIPLE PROPOSALS: All full, associate and fellowship trainee ACCP members are encouraged to apply. There is no limitation on the number of different proposals that may be submitted by a given ACCP member. Regardless of the number of proposals submitted, however, an individual Principal Investigator may receive only one award in a given year.

OPEN APPLICATIONS: Applications are accepted throughout the year. Award winners will be announced on a quarterly/annual basis in January, April, July, and September. Proposals submitted after this date will be considered in the next funding cycle.
SELECTION:
Applications will be reviewed by the Board of Trustees and by a scientific reviewer from PPD. Each application will be objectively evaluated using the enclosed criteria. Recipients will be informed within 45 days of receipt of application. Formal recognition of the award recipients will occur at the Research Institute session during the upcoming Annual meeting; the recipients should be in attendance. Presentation of research results by the investigator will be required at a future ACCP Annual Meeting.
SUBMISSION 
Applicants are encouraged to contact the ACCP Research Institute [(913) 492-3311] with any questions regarding issues such as eligibility criteria, evaluation criteria, and application procedures.

1.
Electronic Submission Required: One copy of the completed application and any included appendices, formatted as a single Microsoft Word document file or in Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF), must be submitted by e-mail to jmarinac@accp.com
2.
In addition, mail the original of the completed application, including all necessary signatures, to:

Jacqueline Marinac, PharmD

Director, Research

ACCP Research Institute

13000 W. 87th Street Parkway

Lenexa, Kansas 66215

(913) 492-3311

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FOR THE
PPD Bioanalytical Fluid and Tissue Sample Analysis Grant 

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE PREPARING THE PROPOSAL. Applicants are encouraged to contact the ACCP Research Institute [(913) 492-3311] with any questions regarding issues such as eligibility criteria, evaluation criteria, and application procedures.

1.
Applications must be submitted using the forms available on the ACCP Research Institute Web site at www.accpri.org.
2.
Applicants are strongly encouraged to have their proposal reviewed by one or more colleagues before submission. This will help strengthen the proposal.

3.
Applications must be self-contained and must adhere to noted page or space limitations.

4.
All submissions must be typed single-space on the forms provided and must conform to the following requirements:

a.
Use Times New Roman, Arial, Helvetica, Georgia, or Palatino Linotype typeface.

b.
The height of the letters must not be smaller than 11 point; type density must be no more than 15 characters per inch; and no more than 6 lines of type must be within a vertical inch. Pages must not have any shading or colors. Figures, charts, tables, figure legends, and footnotes may be smaller than 11 point but must be readily legible. Failure to adhere to these requirements may result in rejection of the proposal.

5.
Pages 1–3: COVER AND SIGNATURE SHEET AND TABLE OF CONTENTS
Complete all sections as indicated.

If human subjects are involved, evidence of IRB approval must be submitted to the ACCP Research Institute before funding support can be disbursed. If animals are involved in the research, similar evidence of approval by the institution’s animal care committee must be submitted before funding support can be disbursed.

6.
BIOANALYTICAL SAMPLE ANALYSIS PLAN

NOTE: ITEMS a–c below MUST NOT EXCEED TWO PAGES.
a.
Please restate the Project Title (not to exceed 81 typewriter characters, including punctuation and spaces between words).
b.
Briefly describe the introduction to the research area, study hypothesis, and specific aims together with the sample collection methods, rationale, and expected results and significance of the project (not to exceed 1 page).
c.
Describe the Sample Analysis: (a) study population, (b) methods and procedures for sample collection, (c) tests to be run on the collected samples, and (d) anticipated method of sample analysis, even though after consultation with PPD experts, the ultimate method of analysis may change.
d.
Describe specifically: (a) how the project will help pursue the ACCP Research Agenda; (b) how the project will contribute to the overall career development of the Principal Investigator and his/her research program and funding competitiveness; and (c) how the project is relevant to pharmacy practice or therapeutics.
e.
Complete the Sample Submission Form (see Appendix A of application).
7.
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

A biographical sketch should be included for the ACCP member investigator who will conduct the sample analysis.

8. Electronic Submission Required: One copy of the completed application and any included appendices, formatted as a single Microsoft Word document file or in Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF), must be submitted by e-mail to jmarinac@accp.com
9. In addition, mail the original of the completed application, including all necessary signatures to:
ACCP Research Institute

13000 W. 87th Street Parkway

Lenexa, Kansas 66215

(913) 492-3311

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF BIOANALYTICAL FLUID AND TISSUE ANALYSIS SUPPORT GRANT
SIGNIFICANCE (30 points): Are the specific aims/hypothesis supporting the bioanalysis clearly stated through end points or outcomes? Does the investigator build a strong case that this project or line of bioanalytical project seeks to answer an important question?
METHODS (20 points): Does the proposal contain appropriate and sufficient information pertaining to sample size, sampling/handling, storage techniques at his/her home institution, and anticipated methods of statistical/data analysis to answer the research question, etc.? Has the member identified any possible methodologic problems and/or study limitations?
CAREER DEVELOPMENT/INVESTIGATOR (30 points): How will this project contribute to the overall development of the Principal Investigator’s current/future research program and funding competitiveness? Does the Principal Investigator describe future studies that are anticipated after completion of this project? Does the investigator describe what he/she hopes to learn through this mentored experience?
FEASIBILITY (20 points): Is the bioanalysis accomplishable with the resources available within PPD? Is the proposed timetable reasonable?
NEW: Eligibility Criteria Expanded to Include


ACCP Member Fellowship Trainees
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